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possibilities of the application of X-rays, radium rays and other electrical
agencies in medical therapy. We have arrived in a sense at a parting of
the ways for the old haphazard organisation will hardly suffice if we
are to keep a steady rate of advance in technique and knowledge. Under
the present conditions, the radiologist is usually worked at full pressure
and fully occupied with routine. It is almost impossible for him to
spare either the time or energy to investigate the numerous important
problems that arise in his work. Even if time were available, few
institutions have the necessary laboratories and facilities for carrying
out such researches. It is true that many hospitals have a fine X-ray
equipment and a few possess comparatively large quantities of radium,
which in most cases has been made available by the generous bene-
factions of private individuals or by the ready response of the public at
large. The management of many of these institutions is usually satisfied
that everything necessary has been done when provision has been made
for a good X-ray department and a supply of radium in charge of
capable radiologists. A few are more advanced and recognise that if
progress is to be made, it is of the utmost importance to give every
encouragement to the prosecution of research in the problems of
radiology. This not only entails the provision of a well-equipped
laboratory, but even more important the provision of research workers.
If the radiologist is to be in a position to carry out such researches, it is
essential that all his time should not be taken up by routine duties, and
also that the scale of payment be such that he can feel himself free to
devote his spare time to research. Experience has shown that it is only
in this way we can hope to obtain the services of a body of keen and
progressive men, competent not only to carry out their work in the most
efficient manner, but capable and desirous of still further advancing
professional knowledge. It is only too by such a policy that we may
hope to obtain the full return in service to the public for the numerous
benefactions so generously made to many institutions.
RUTHERFORD TO BOYLE (AT OTTAWA)
23 April 1921. I was glad to hear from you again, and to know that you
are getting your Department in such good shape. I was interested also
to hear your items of Canadian news. I thought that it was a good idea
of Mac's in Toronto to organise a Physics Conference. He would
thoroughly enjoy the kudos of it all. I was very pleased to hear that they